
 

ity to power your telescopes 
or camper if needed.  

     During the day you can 
go fishing in Wood or Spirit 
Lake, bike on the Pine Line 
Trail, hike on the Ice Age 
trail, visit Tim’s Hill which is 
the highest point in Wiscon-
sin, visit Gertsberger Pines, 
drive on the ATV trails, visit 
the historical museum in 
Medford, visit Concrete Park 
in Phillips or just hike on 
the 40 acres of the Yanko 
Farm. There are plenty of 
restaurants close by also. 

     If camping is not in the 
stars for you, Rib Lake has 
two hotels to choose from. 
They are Camp 28 Bar/
Restaurant/Motel phone # 
715-427-2828 (Rooms $60 
to $67 a night) and the R 
Corner Store Rustic Inn 
phone # 715-427-3270 
($45 to $65 a night). 

     The camping and tele-
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scope observing is free  
to members of the MAS. If you 
do not have a telescope you can 
still enjoy views from other 
member’s scopes. We would be 
happy to give you a tour of the 
night sky.   
 
     Rib Lake is about 200 miles 
from Milwaukee and it is an easy 
four hour drive with two rest 
stops. There are four lane high-
ways most of the journey.  
 
Continued on page 4 

 

     The Milwaukee Astro-
nomical Society will once 
again sponsor a summer 
campout at the Yanko Farm 
in Rib Lake Wisconsin the 
weekend of August 6 & 7, 
2010.  

     “We have had many 
campouts in the past and 
we always had fun times.” 
says Dan Yanko. “There are 
very dark skies where you 
can see the Milky Way 
touch the tree lines to the 
North and South on a clear 
night.” 

   The Yanko farm offers a 
variety of options to make 
this a great camping and 
observing experience.  You 
can camp in the yard, use 
the fireplace in the garage, 
grill out, cook your meals in 
the kitchen, use the refrig-
erator, use the bathroom or 
just relax in the house. All 
the comforts of home are 
available. There is electric-

     Every year the MAS holds 
elections for board members 
and officers.  Board members 
serve for 3 year terms while the 
officers - president, vice-
president, secretary and treas-
urer serve for a single year, with 
the exception of the Observatory 
Director who serves a 3 year 
term. Since there are 11 board 
members serving in a 3 year  
rotation, the number of seats 
available in a year follows a 

4,4,3 pattern.  This year we are 
holding elections for 4 seats. 

Although not required by the by-
laws, a nominating committee is 
formed for the purpose of seeking 
out individuals interested in filling 
vacant spots.  For a change, this 
year we actually have a commit-
tee as opposed to one individual. 

Continued on page 4 

 

Remember… 

" Ask not what the 
Milwaukee Astro-
nomical Society 
can do for you, but 
what you can do 
for The Milwaukee 
Astronomical Soci-
ety".  



At Your Service 

March Board Meeting   

Page 2 Focal Point   

Save The Date 
      

Feb. 19th 
 Board Meeting 
 General Meeting 
 
March 19th 
 Board Meeting 
 General Meeting 
 
March 27th 
 Sheboygan Astro- 
 nomical Society 
 Swap ‘N’ Sell  
 
April 16th 
 Board Meeting 
 General Meeting 
 
June 12th 
 Ottawa Lake Tele-
 scope Clinic 

August 6th & 7th
 MAS Campout 

 

 

 

     T h e  n e x t  B o a r d              
meeting is scheduled for  
7:00 PM on March  19th, 
2010 at the new Charles Z. 
Horowitz Planetarium 
located at the Retzger Na-
ture Center, S14 W28167 
Madison Street in        

Waukesha. The general 
meeting will follow at 8:00 
PM. Dan Yanko will provide 
a presentation on MAS 
Campouts.  This meeting is 
free and open to the public, 
so bring your friends and 
family. 

We’re on the web: 

http://www.milwaukeeastro.org 

 

 

     Remember, now is the time 
to mark your calendars and 
spread the word about the She-
boygan Astronomical Society’s 
Third Annual Swap-N-Sell event. 

     Check out your basements 
and closets to see if you 
have any unused  Astronomical 
Equipment that you could sell or 
swap with other amateur as-

tronomers.    

     This is a great opportunity to 
meet fellow amateur astrono-
mers.  See you there, March 
27, 2010 at the Aviation Heri-
tage Center from 10:00AM to 
3:00PM at the Sheboygan Air-
port.   

Terms:  Cash, check or swap.  
Food will be available. 

Mercury is visible in 
the evening twilight. 
Venus sets at 8p.m. 
Mars crosses the me-
ridian at 10p.m., and 
sets at 5 a.m.  Jupi-
ter is visible in the 
morning  twilight late 
in the month. Saturn 
is visible all night 
long.  (These times 
are local daylight 
time for an observer 
at 40° north latitude 
at midmonth) 
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—Yours to Di 

Upcoming Elections  
Continued from page 1 
 

    Brian Ganiere, Dan Yanko, and 
Neil Simmons are seeking individu-
als who are interested in serving on 
the board or being an officer.   

 If you have an interest in serving 
the MAS, please contact one of the 
undersigned.  We would love to 
hear from you. For a description of 
the responsibilities of a given posi-
tion please consult the bylaws which 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t  h t t p : / /
w w w . m i l w a u k e e a s t r o . o r g /
Documents/Bylaws.pdf.  

Brian Ganeire (414) 961-8745 ga-
niere@execpc.com  

Neil Simmons (262) 889-2039 neil-
simm@gmail.com  

Dan Yanko (262) 255-3482 dan-
heleny@aol.com 

 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork.” 

Psalm 19:1 

The Milwaukee Astronomical Society 
18850 Observatory Road 
New Berlin, WI 53151 
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 MAS Campout  
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     The skies are worth the trip even 
if you can only come up for one night.  

     Reservations to this event are 
a must, and can be made by contact-
ing Dan Yanko by July 1, 2010.  

If the weather would be cloudy and 
rainy that weekend please call to can-
cel. 

 To reserve a site or get direc-
tions please email Dan Yanko at dan-
heleny@aol.com or call 262-255-3482 
for additional information. 

MAS campout group photo 

  On Saturday, June 12th, The Milwaukee Astro-
nomical Society is hosting another Telescope 
Clinic for the campers and the public at Ottawa 
campground. We will set up just south of the 
beach. Feel free to invite your family and 
friends.   
 
     If you want, bring food and drinks to grill out 
at the park or just some sandwiches for your 
family. I will be there by 5:00 pm. We will begin 
the program at 7:00 pm. 
 
     We will help people set-up their telescopes, 
show them how to use it and have a laser show. 
You can stay as long as you wish. 
 
     I look forward to seeing some new members 
enjoy this opportunity to get familiar with their 
scope.  If you don’t have a telescope,        
there are others to share. Also, binoculars are 
also very useful.  Bring a chair for yourself. 
 
     For more information call Jill Roberts at  
(414) 587-9422 or email her at 
jkrjkp@yahoo.com 
Jill is a member of the MAS Board of Directors 
and serves as the Club’s librarian. 

Ottowa Lake Telescope Clinic 


